An evaluation of community learning disability services for children with a learning disability.
This study outlines the results of a survey carried out with parents of children with a learning disability, general practitioners and community learning disability teams as to the health service needs for this client group. Overall, 40% of parents were very dissatisfied or dissatisfied with the services they received. A number of gaps in service provision were identified. In particular, psychological and behavioural difficulties of children were of major concern to all those involved, but needs in relation to these areas were often unmet or inadequately dealt with. Of greater concern was that some families in the area studied were paying privately for child learning disability clinical psychology services because they had such difficulty in accessing NHS services. Implications for service provision are discussed.